RECOLLECTIONS AND REFLECTIONS
entirely justifiable. Here was a discovery of stupendous importance, and at first sight of the utmost improbability, while the value of the evidence depended on the good faith of Home, a man of whose honesty there were grave suspicions, though Crookes believed in him implicitly. It is true that the experiments were not made in darkness and that some precautions were taken against fraud, but were these such as to make fraud impossible ? Might not Home sometimes succeed in distracting the attention of the observers and then do his trick ? He ran very little risk, for if he could at a seance not manage to elude the vigilance of the others, he had only to refrain from doing anything and say that his psychic power had failed. Crookes in a letter to Huggins says : " Home was in wonderful form last night, but he is the most uncertain of mediums, and it is quite as likely that the next time absolutely nothing will take place ".
Crookes published what were substantially the papers he sent to the Royal Society, in the Quarterly Journal of Science and also in the Chemical News. These met with severe criticism, which Crookes answered with much vigour ; he proved to be an excellent controversialist. His account of an interview he had with one of his most persistent critics, Dr. W. B. Carpenter, who was rather long-winded and had no inferiority complex, is very good reading. It is given in Fournier d'Albe, Life of Crookes, p. 213.
Crookes' active work on spiritualism was confined to the years 1870-74, when he returned to physics and discovered the radiometer. He retained, however, his belief in it until the end of his life and tried, after the death of his wife, to get into communication with her through a medium. He avowed his belief on many occasions; e.g. 382